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pellations.1 Both of these peculiarities are to be found
in Italy, but they have been so modified as to be some-
what less repugnant to the parliamentary system than
in France.

The Chambers are divided in the same way by lot
into sections, called Dffici,2 which elect most

of  the  committees, but in each branch of mittee sys-
tem better

Parliament the   committee   on  the   budget, in Italy than

-                               -                                           i             in Prance.

which is the most important 01 all, is chosen
directly by the Chamber itself.3 This gives the cabinet
a chance to exert a good deal of influence over its com-
position, and in fact its election has been considered
of late years a regular test of the strength of the gov-
ernment. The result is that the choice of a hostile
committee is sometimes regarded as a vote of want of
confidence;4 but if, on the other hand, the ministers

1  The third institution that was mentioned in the chapters on France as
tending to break the parties into groups, namely, the requirement of an
absolute majority for the election of the deputies, is not discussed here,
because it did not exist in Italy during the ten years from 1882 to 1892
when   the  Scrutinio  di Lista was in force.    A majority was formerly
required, but in 1882 a plurality was substituted.    (See Brusa, p. 132,
and see Art. 74 of the Act of 1882.)    By the Act of June 28, 1892
(Art. I.), the necessity of a majority vote was restored, and of course it
tends as in France to encourage the various groups to present separate
candidates at the first ballot, knowing that they can combine at the
second if they want to do so.

2  There are nine of these in the Chamber of Deputies, and five in the
Senate, and they are renewed every two months.    Rules of the Chamber
of Deputies, Arts. 18-21; Rules of the Senate, Arts. 14-22.

*  Rules of the Senate, Art. 23, of the Deputies, Art. 13.  The Chamber
of Deputies also elects directly the committees on petitions, and on decrees
registered by compulsion by the Corte dei Conti, while the committees
on elections and on rules are appointed by the President of the Chamber.
Rules of the Deputies, Arts. 12, 13.

*  Brusa, p. 156, note 2.    The whole committee is not chosen from any
one party, but minorities are proportionately represented.   Brusa, p. 146.